November 23, 2025
HYMNS FOR CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
LBW (Green) #530 “Jesus Shall Reign”
LBW (Green) #328 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’s Name”
LBW (Green) #170 “Crown Him with Many Crowns”

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is
unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for
your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit
habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen,

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6

Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the
king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,”
to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a new and righteous shepherd
who will rule a restored Judah.

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my
pasture! says the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel,
concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have
scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not
attended to them. So | will attend to you for your evil doings, says
the Lord. * Then | myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the
lands where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to their fold,
and they shall be fruitful and multiply. # | will raise up shepherds over
them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.

°>The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. ¢ In his days
Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name
by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

L Word of God. Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Luke 1:68-79
R: You have raised up for us a mighty Savior. (Lk. 1:69)




% Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel,
you have come to your people and ! set them free.
®You have raised up for us a ! mighty Savior,
born of the house of your ! servant David. R
" Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us ! from
our enemies, "' from the hands of ! all who hate us,
2to show mercy ! to our forebears,
and to remember your ' holy covenant.
3 This was the oath you swore to our ! father Abraham:
"“to set us free from the hands of our | enemies,
free to worship you ! without fear,
S holy and righteous before you, all the days ' of our life. R
8 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way,
"to give God’s people knowledge ! of salvation
by the forgiveness ! of their sins.
8 |n the tender compassion ! of our God
the dawn from on high shall ! break upon us,
“to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- ' ow
of death, and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. R

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20

An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and
mystical Christ, the one who was present at creation and is eternally reigning
with God.

" May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his
glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience,
joyfully "2 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in
the inheritance of the saints in the light. "> He has rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

®He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation, '®for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,
things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. ' He
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. ®He is
the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. ' For
in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, ?° and through him
God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or
in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief
in the nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the



generosity of other members of the community. The writer of this letter
warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work.

L Word of God. Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 23rd chapter.
C Glory to you O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and
king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others.
Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his
own death into God’s hands.

3 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his

left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 3 And
the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his
chosen one!” * The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering
him sour wine * and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!” *® There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of
the Jews.”

% One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and
saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” *° But the
other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under
the same sentence of condemnation? *' And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but
this man has done nothing wrong.” > Then he said, “Jesus, remember
me when you come in your kingdom.” * He replied, “Truly | tell you,
today you will be with me in paradise.”

C Praise to you O Christ.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

A We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to
share the good news of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody
the beloved community in ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit.
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.



A We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation.
Preserve and renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and
grasslands. Guide all who tend flocks or care for creatures of all kinds.
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and
public safety. Support equity across the globe, and heal division with
accountability and truth. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation,
weary in body or spirit, or sick (especially). Comfort all in need of your
tender care. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and
sacrament. Bring us into authentic community where all ages are valued
and experience God’s faithfulness together. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
Here Other intercessions may be offered.

A We give thanks for all who have died in faith (especially). May we
remember them faithfully until we are gathered with you in the paradise
you promise. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace
and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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