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PRELUDE – Time for Reflection & Meditation 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTs – Greetings to everyone present and on-line 
 
LITANY OF REPENTANCE AND LONGING 
P In the beginning, the Spirit over the deep; 
new life daily unfolding at God’s call. 
Darkness and light: Good. 
Skies, lands, and seas: Good. 
The earth and all that fills it—plants and rocks, 
the finned, the feathered, the furry: Good. 
At the last, humankind in God’s image: Very good. 
Yet we have failed to draw from that goodness 
in care for God’s creation. 
C Forgive us, God, for the ways we have 
exploited earth and its creatures. 
P We have misunderstood our calling 
to be protectors of God’s creation. 
C Forgive us, God, for the ways we 
have exploited earth and its creatures. 
P We long for new relationships with God’s creation 
that has been entrusted to us. 
C Help us, God, to make a new community 
with all that lives alongside us. 
P May the merciful God who calls us 
to tend earth and all its creatures, 
deepen our knowledge of creation’s interweaving, 
so that our lives are shaped in wholeness and peace 
with all living things; in Jesus’ name. 
C Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN (see hymn board) 
 
GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
     and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord have mercy. 
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P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
C Lord have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord have mercy. 
P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 
C Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray, 
Source and Sustainer of life, we cherish the myriad works of your 
hands. Water, earth, and sky are yours, as are all their inhabitants, 
wild and tame. We thank you for creatures that nourish and serve 
us, befriend, enrich, entertain, and protect us. May we, who are 
made in your image, care for them well. And may your groaning yet 
wondrous creation rally and thrive, revealing to all who come after 
us your wise, redemptive, transfiguring love; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
C  Amen. 
 
 

FIRST READING: Romans 8:19-28 
A: 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not 
of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement 
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 For in[n] hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is 
not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes[o] with 
groanings too deep for words. 27 And God,[p] who searches hearts, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit[q] intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God. 
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28 We know that all things work together[r] for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose. 
 
A: Word of God. Word of life. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 121 Read responsively  
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. (Ps. 121:2) 
A: 1 I lift up my eyes | to the hills;​
  from where is my | help to come?​
 2 My help comes | from the Lord,​
  the maker of heav- | en and earth.​
 3 The Lord will not let your | foot be moved​
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep.​
 4 Behold, the keep- | er of Israel​
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; R​
 5 the Lord watches | over you;​
  the Lord is your shade at | your right hand;​
 6 the sun will not strike | you by day,​
  nor the | moon by night.​
 7 The Lord will preserve you | from all evil​
  and will | keep your life.​
 8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming 
in, from this time forth for- | evermore. R 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:15-4:5 
The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger 
colleague in ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching 
despite opposition. 
A:14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from 
childhood you have known sacred writings that are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that the person of 
God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.​
  4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge 
the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his 
kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim the message; be 
persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, 
rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. 3 For 
the time is coming when people will not put up with sound teaching, 

4 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28130r


but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own desires 4 and will turn away from listening 
to the truth and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, be sober in 
everything, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out 
your ministry fully. 
A  Word of God. Word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 18th chapter. 
C  Glory to you O Lord. 
Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s 
pleas. Jesus is calling God’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. 
For if an unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent 
widow, how much more will God respond to those who call. 
 
P: 1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always 
and not to lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge 
who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3 In that city 
there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me 
justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but later he 
said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for 
anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant 
her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually 
coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge 
says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to 
him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, 
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 
P  The gospel of the Lord.  
C  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON – Pastor Sandra Ellis-Killian 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY (see hymn board)  
 
BLESSING OF ANIMALS – Pastor Sandra Ellis-Killian 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
    heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
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   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and  
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under PontiusPilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. On the third day he rose  
   again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at  
   the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
   judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  
    resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
A Let us pray. 
A Gracious Lord of love, we affirm our vital connection with all living 
creatures. Empower us to seek their welfare, intervening where 
needed, defending and tending your world with grace, compassion, 
and dignity. Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
A Patient Lord of life, guide our choices so that we might safeguard 
habitats, ensuring, by your grace, that the mysteries and beauties 
of nature unfold for future generations. Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
A Saving Lord of lords, your word foretells a day when the wolf will 
lie down with the lamb. Renew our vision for the peaceable 
kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
A Hear our prayers, gracious God, for the sake of Jesus, our good 
shepherd. 
C Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
Please greet each other with a contact-free sign of Christ’s peace.  
 

TIME FOR OFFERING (offerings may be mailed to the church or 
placed in plate) 
 
OFFERTORY 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P Lord of the harvest, 
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered 
to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE  
It is indeed right our duty … and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING  
P  In the night in which he was … do this in remembrance of 
me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us.  
 
 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses, 
        as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, 
        but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
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        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 

LAMB OF GOD   
 

 
 
COMMUNION 
​ (Please come forward to altar by center aisle.) 
  The body of Christ, given for you. 
  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
    Response: Amen. 
 
    When all have communed the minister may say: 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
C  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us 
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and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions 
with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P  The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN (see hymn board) 
 

DISMISSAL  
P Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
From sundaysandseasons.com. SB-123685 
CCLI License 3124705/One License A-733895 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

    

Protect God’s Creation ~ Please Recycle.     
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