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PRELUDE – Time for Reflection & Meditation 
WELCOME – Greetings to everyone present and on-line 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. 
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
(silence for reflection) 
P Long-expected God, 
C we confess that we look to ourselves 
for the peace and security only you can provide. 
We reach for swords and spears, 
reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 
We become impatient while waiting 
and weary of keeping awake. 
Free us from self-reliance, 
and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 
Increase our trust in God’s timing, 
and awaken us to your advent among us, 
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 
Amen. 
P God judges us not as we deserve, 
but according to God’s own righteousness. 
☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, 
and ready to welcome the Savior. 
C Amen. 
OPENING HYMN (see insert) 
 

GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
     and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray, (see insert) 
C  Amen. 
 
THE ADVENT HYMN – “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” #34  
(1 vs. each week) 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLE 
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FIRST READING (see insert) 
L  Word of God. Word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM (see insert) 
 

SECOND READING (see insert) 
L  Word of God. Word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL (see insert) 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. ___ the ___ chapter. 
C  Glory to you O Lord. 
P  The gospel of the Lord.  
C  Praise to you O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON – Guest Pastor 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY (see insert)  
 

NICENE CREED 
C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.  
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son,*who with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (see insert) 
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SHARING THE PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 

TIME FOR OFFERING (offerings may be mailed to the church or 
placed in plate) 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P Nourishing God, 
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
Through each meal, satisfy our parched places, 
that we may rejoice and be for the world 
signs of your kingdom come. 
C Amen. 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses, 
        as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
BLESSING 
P  May God who comes among us, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 
and good news to share today and always. 
C  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN (see insert) 
 

DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Keep awake. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
POSTLUDE 
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