August 25, 2024
HYMNS FOR FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
LBW #546 “When Morning Gilds the Skies”
WOV #409 “Blessed Assurance”
LBW #343 “Guide Me Ever Great Redeemer”

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct
our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false
and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C Amen,

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes
relationships and is the primary word used to characterize the relationship
between God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God has already begun the
relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond.

'Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and
summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel,
and they presented themselves before God. 2 And Joshua said to all
the people, '*“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity
and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served
beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. " Now if you are
unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River
or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me
and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

' Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should
forsake the Lord to serve other gods; ' for it is the Lord our God who
brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He
protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples
through whom we passed; '®and the Lord drove out before us all the
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve
the Lord, for he is our God.”

L Word of God. Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 34:15-22
R The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous. (Ps. 34:15)




*The eyes of the Lord are up- ! on the righteous,
and God'’s ears are open ! to their cry.
'®The face of the Lord is against those ! who do evil,
to erase the remembrance of them ! from the earth.
" The righteous cry, and ! the Lord hears them
and delivers them from ! all their troubles.
'®*The Lord is near to the | brokenhearted
and saves those whose spir- ! its are crushed. R
' Many are the troubles ! of the righteous,
but the Lord delivers them from ! every one.
2 God will keep safe ! all their bones;
not one of them ! shall be broken.
21 Evil will bring death ! to the wicked
and those who hate the righteous ! will be punished.
220 Lord, you redeem the life | of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished. R

SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10-20

Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes
by calling on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full
armor of God includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation,
and the word of God inspired by the Spirit.

9Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. "' Put on the
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. 2For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. "* Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that
you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done
everything, to stand firm. ™ Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth
around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. '° As
shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the
gospel of peace. ® With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which
you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. ' Take
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God.

'8 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To
that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the
saints. ' Pray also for me, so that when | speak, a message may be
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the
gospel, ?for which | am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may
declare it boldly, as | must speak.

L Word of God. Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: Luke 10:25-37

#Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what
must | do to inherit eternal life?" *°He said to him, "What is written in the
law? What do you read there?" ?’He answered, "You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." **And
he said to him, "You have given the right answer; do this, and you will
live."

2But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my
neighbor?" **Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him,
and went away, leaving him half dead. *'"Now by chance a priest was
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side. *So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. **But a Samaritan while traveling came
near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. **He went to
him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them.
Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took
care of him. **The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the
innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him; and when | come back, | will
repay you whatever more you spend.' **Which of these three, do you
think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the
robbers?" *’He said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to
him, "Go and do likewise."

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you O Christ.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

A Holy God, you have the words of eternal life. Lead the church to put
its trust in Jesus, the living Word. Direct preachers, teachers, writers,
and all the baptized in faithful speech and bold witness. Merciful God,
C Receive our prayer.

A Creator God, we and all creation are sustained by your Word. We
pray for all who remind us of our interconnectedness with all living
things. Prosper the work of conservation organizations, ELCA advocacy,
and local climate justice advocates. Merciful God,

C Receive our prayer.

A God of wisdom, as our nation navigates another election cycle, guide
our leaders to act justly for the sake of the world. Bring about fruitful



conversation among your people and bring about change where you
see fit. Sustain all who serve on juries in their deliberations. Merciful
God,

C Receive our prayer.

A God of restoration, bring healing and wholeness to all who cry to you.
Where pain is sharp, bring a sense of comfort and relief. Where grief
runs deep, bring your tender mercy. Care for those on our hearts
(especially). Merciful God,

C Receive our prayer.

A God of new life, protect students and teachers for a new school year.
Bring an end to school shootings and cycles of violence. Move us to do
all that is necessary to ensure a safe future for our children. Merciful
God,

C Receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A God of every generation, we remember with thanksgiving all who
have completed their baptismal journeys (especially). Strengthen us in
our baptismal callings to serve you faithfully until our journey’s end.
Merciful God,

C Receive our prayer.

We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your
holy keeping.

Amen.
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