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PRELUDE – Time for Reflection & Meditation

WELCOME – Greetings to everyone present and on-line

INTRODUCTION
P At the turn of the year we meditate on endings and beginnings,
knowing that all the world’s time begins and ends in God. We watch
and keep vigil for the coming of God’s justice.
C Amen.

OPENING HYMN- The First Noel (LBW #56)

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray,
Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and
time, and through the events of our lives you bless us with
your love. Grant that in the new year we may know your
presence, see your love at work, and live in the light of the
event that gives us joy forever—the coming of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

LESSON: Isaiah 12:2-6
2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the Lord GOD is my strength and my might; he has
become my salvation. 3With joy you will draw water from the
wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks
to the LORD, call on his name; make known his deeds
among the nations; proclaim that his name is exalted. 5Sing
praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be
known in all the earth. 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal
Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

CAROL: Go Tell it on the Mountain (LBW #70)
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PSALM: Psalm 8
1 O Lord our Lord,
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the
mouths of infants and children;
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the
foe |and avenger.
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
  human beings that you should care for them?
 5Yet you have made them little less than divine;
  with glory and honor you crown them.
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
  you have put all things under their feet:
 7all flocks and cattle,
  even the wild beasts of the field,
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
 9 O Lord our Lord,
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!

LESSON: Matthew 1:18-21
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but
before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned
to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins."
A brief time for reflection on the lessons may follow.

CAROL: What Child is This (LBW #40)

“For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”
LESSON: Isaiah 61:1-3, 11
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1 “Who is this that comes from Edom, from Bozrah in
garments stained crimson? Who is this so splendidly robed,
 marching in his great might?" "It is I, announcing vindication,

mighty to save.”
 2”Why are your robes red, and your garments like theirs who
tread the wine press?” 3”I have trodden the wine press alone,
and from the peoples no one was with me; I trod them in my
anger and trampled them in my wrath; their juice spattered on
my garments, and stained all my robes.
 11Then they remembered the days of old, of Moses his
servant. Where is the one who brought them up out of the
sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is the one who
put within them his holy spirit?
A brief time for reflection on the lessons may follow.

CAROL: O Come, All Ye Faithful (LBW #45)
LESSON: John 1:19-23, 29-34

19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are
you?" 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I
am not the Messiah." 21And they asked him, "What then? Are
you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" He
answered, "No." 22Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let
us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?" 23He said,
 "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 'Make
straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said.
29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and
declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world! 30This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man
who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.' 31I
myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for
this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel." 32And John
testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a
dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but
the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who
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baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 34And I myself have seen and
have testified that this is the Son of God."
A brief time for reflection on the lessons may follow.

CAROL: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (LBW #54)

LESSON: Isaiah 6:1-8
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD sitting on
a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the
temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had
six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one
called to another and said:
 "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

  the whole earth is full of his glory."
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those
who called, and the house filled with smoke. 5And I said:
"Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I
live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen
the King, the LORD of hosts!"
6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that
had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The
seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is
blotted out." 8Then I heard the voice of the LORD saying,
"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said,
"Here am I; send me!”

CAROL: Angels We have Heard on High (LBW #71)

LESSON: Luke 1:26-35
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said,
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now,
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you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said
to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The
angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.
A brief time for reflection on the lessons may follow.
CAROL: O Little Town of Bethlehem (LBW #41)

SHARING THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
Please greet each other with a contact-free sign of Christ’s
peace.

TIME FOR OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER
P God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have
offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and
gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share
with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace,
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
C Amen.

APOSTLES CREED
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of

heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

6



the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we
offer our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world
God loves.
A brief silence.
You inspire faith in our hearts and call us to rejoice with our
whole selves at the salvation you bring. Make our churches
places of belonging for all people in the fullness of their being.
Raise up the gifts and the witness of people who are
neurodivergent, living with disability, or bearing invisible
illness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your praise is sung throughout creation in all times and
seasons. As the new year turns, ground us in your
changeless and sustaining love. Keep us attentive to the
rhythms of the cosmos and inspire us to live in harmony with
all the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Give hope and stamina to leaders who work tirelessly for the
sake of the most vulnerable. We pray especially for
organizations working on behalf of children to provide basic
needs, to protect from abuse and neglect, to address trauma,
and to rescue from trafficking. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Sustain all people who, like Simeon and Anna, have been
waiting for salvation and wholeness (especially). We pray
especially for anyone living with cancer or chronic illness, all
people who are in physical rehabilitation or addiction
recovery, and those experiencing complications from long
COVID. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Let this community of faith be a joyful and welcome place for
all ages and generations. Teach us to honor the wisdom of
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children, the inquisitiveness of youth, the thoughtfulness of
adults, and the knowledge of elders. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
P God bless you and keep you,
☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth,
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts,
now and forever.
C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: Joy to the World! (LBW #39)

DISMISSAL
P Christ the Savior is born!
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
C Thanks be to God.
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